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We are deeply saddene d by the horrific impact of the devastating storms that tore
through western lowa yesterday. To the families of those who were affected, we

extend our deepest sympathies and concern. To the leaders, Scouts, and emergency
personnel who responded so quickly  and effectively, we extend our sincerest gratitude.

The National Council has pledged any and all resources available to offer help and

support to the stricken area. At the same time, we are moved by and proud of the
leadership of our local Scouting team. There is no question that this tragedy would

have been worse if it were not for the heroic efforts of the Scouts who were on the

ground when the tornado hit. Council Scout executive, Lloyd Roitstein and the staff and
volunteers with the Mid -America Council have done an outstanding job of responding to
this crisis. Together, they epitomize the very best about being a Scout.

This tragedy has hit us all very personally. For BSA President John Gottschalk, it is
particularly difficult because the Mid  -America Council is his home council. Having been
active in the council for many years and serving as its president, and as a resident of
Omaha, Nebraska, John has close personal ties to this Scouting community. His heart
goes out to his friends and colleagues.

We contin ue to keep all of those affected by this terrible storm in our thoughts and
prayers. God bless our Scouts.



